89.   LETTER TO "THE NATAL WITNESS*9

DURBAN,
April 4, 1896

TO

THE EDITOR

The Natal Witness

SIR,
1 would be much obliged if you could find space for the fol-
lowing by way of answer to "G.W.W.", who wrote to you under
date llth March last, and did me the honour to criticize my
pamphlet1 on the Indian franchise.
While I thank "G.W.W." for the personal fairness he has
shown me in his treatment of the pamphlet, I wish he had treated
the subject-matter of the "Appeal" as fairly. If he had read it
with an unbiased mind, I think he would not have found any cause
to differ from the views therein expressed. I have endeavoured to
treat the subject from such a standpoint as would induce the
European Colonists to extend ungrudgingly the hand of fellow-
ship to the Indians without being elbowed out of their present posi-
tion in so doing. I still maintain that there is no cause whatever
for alarm, and if the European Colonists would only let the agita-
tion die and consent to resume the status quo, they would find that
their vote would not be swamped by the Indians. I further submit
that, if ever such a contingency were to arise, it could be dealt
with in anticipation, without the necessity of introducing colour
distinction directly or indirectly. A real and reasonable educa-
tional test would perhaps for ever put a stop to the danger (if
ever there be any) of the Indian vote swamping the European,
and would, so far as possible, keep the Roll clear of the most objec-
tionable European voters also, if any.
"G.W.W." takes exception to the arguments drawn from the
relative strength of the true votes and "calls attention to what
the next year's Roll may contain3'. I beg to call his attention to
the fact that, although the Indians bad every opportunity to
"swamp" the List last year and the year before last, and every
incentive to do so because of the fear as to the result of the Fran-
chise Act, now about to be repealed, there were no additions to
l Vide "The Indian Franchise", 16-12-1895.